Ioana Gandrabur, Laetitia Mfamobani, with Peter Field: Infusing braille into library programming and beyond

Diane Bergeron   
Welcome to this session. My name is Diane Bergeron, and I'm a board member for Braille Literacy Canada, and I'm here to introduce this session for you today. This is Infusing Braille into Library Programming and Beyond. The presenters today come from the Centre for Equitable Library Access (CELA) and National Network for Equitable Library Services (NNELS). Our speakers today, our presenters, are Ioana Gandrabur, Laetitia Mfamobani, and Peter Field assisting with the slides. So, this presentation today is going to highlight resources for libraries that were put together for the World Braille Day 2026 planning committee. 
While initially conceived to mark World Word Braille Day and libraries, many of these ideas can be used all year long by anyone interested in creating accessible inclusive programming. Today we are going to find out how these powerful tools can promote braille literacy and raise awareness about the importance of braille. 
The Centre for Equitable Library Access, or CELA, is a national not-for-profit organization that provides accessible reading services to approximately 5 million people across Canada with print disabilities. CELA provides access to a collection of over 1.5 million titles in multiple accessible formats, including audio, braille, printbraille, and text. CELA services ensures that people with print disabilities across Canada are more able to fully participate in learning, work, and community life and contribute to the social, cultural, and economic development and success of their local and broader communities. 
The National Network for Equitable Library Service, also known as NNELS, provides accessible reading services to people with print disabilities across Canada through public libraries. Its collection of titles and alternate formats is owned and sustained by Canadian public libraries, and NNLS also collaborates with international partners, libraries, and readers and publishers, particularly in Canada, to make books available in accessible formats. I'm very pleased to be able to now introduce Ioana and Laetitia. If you would like to go ahead and start your presentation. 
 
Ioana Gandrabur   
I can just say a few words. Basically, it's a pleasure to be here. My name is Ioana Gandrabur, and I work with CELA as a peer trainer. And yes, Laetitia will present herself, she's working with NNELS, and thanks to Peter for doing all the backstage work and presenting the slides on the screen for this talk that we are going to give. 
 
Ioana Gandrabur  
Okay, we can get started, as Diane was mentioning, this guide was mainly created for libraries but can be used by way more people than just library staff. So, for example, you may be a braille user, it is a useful tool to have and also to be aware of, in case you want to contact your local library to do a bit of advocacy. And maybe if they are not aware of this tool, to encourage them to use it, so that's one way to use this resource. The other way to use the resource, of course is, as many of the topics that we will cover are adaptable, not just for libraries, but for educators, and they can be used in classrooms or for parents that want to support their kids and create an encouraging and motivating literacy stimulating environment. We created this, and when I say we, this is the Braille Committee, the World Braille Days Committee, 2026. I might as well list the members, because it takes a village to put all these valuable resources together. We put together two guides, one in English and one in French, and in the English guide we mentioned a few French resources. But if anybody is looking for specifically more French resources, we have a separate guide, and we published all of these guides on Accessiblelibraries.ca. At the moment, this latest resource is easy to find there, and I'm sure we will share the link to the guide itself. We will now present in summary form. So, the committee was formed from 
· Alliance for Equality of Blind Canadians (AEBC)
· Alternate Education Resources Ontario (AERO)​
· Braille Literacy Canada (BLC),
· Canadian Council of the Blind (CCB) ​
· Centre for Equitable Library Access (CELA)​
· CNIB Beyond Print​
· CNIB Foundation
· National Network for Equitable Library Service (NNELS)​
· Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI) 
So, these in a nutshell are all the people that participate every year in the World Braille Days Committee, and many of them helped put all these resources together. So, this gives you a bit of context. Now I will pass it on to Laetitia, who can explain more about the contents of this guide and what we will cover today. 
 
Laetitia Mfamobani 
Thank you, Ioana. I will start by saying that this guide makes braille programming easier to plan and easier to start, because it provides readers or users with ready to use resources, such as you can see a little table of content here, 
· Social media post suggestions to promote braille centric library programming
· Ideas and extensive resources for braille related programming for all ages from kids to adults with and without visual disabilities.
· Lit kits - tools to promote braille literacy
· Games, stories, tips to make braille programming fun and inclusive​
· General tips for enhancing inclusivity and accessibility for users with visual impairments

Now let's look into programming for children.
So, we're going to start with story time. We all know story time is something that most libraries across the country do well, so what the guide shows is how small changes can make story time more accessible and interactive. For example, 
· Adding braille fun facts can make children curious. As we probably know, many sighted children don't even realize that braille is reading system
· Another example would be in reading a print braille book. It allows children, all children, to both see and feel the reading at the same time
· Story boxes are another creative idea, because here, instead of children to just listen with the ears, children can explore objects connected to the story 
· The guide also suggests accessible braille-centric arts and crafts

Now let's look at another activity, which is creating a tactile scene. So, in this activity, participants receive materials with different textures and create scene that they can explore by touch. So here, one child may create a forest using felt and pompoms and other children may create the beach using sandpapers and bubble wrap. Here you see for children who are blind, that touch also becomes a part of the creativity and for sighted children the same touch can become a chance for them to imagine differently. 

Now let's look at tips for including kids who are blind or visually impaired in storytelling. So, there are many themes. We're going to scan just a few of them for younger children, for example, tactile rich books help make a story time more meaningful. Meaningful props are easy things, for example, if the story mentions crowns, you can bring crowns. If the story mentioned trees, you can use textures for leaves… because objects make the abstract ideas concrete, especially for kids who cannot see. The other thing that the guide provides are titles available through either NNELS or CELA, that can also be ordered for story time. 
· Tactile-rich board books for very young children.​
· Props to convey visual elements. Tactile shapes, toys or objects related to story.​
· Juvenile fiction print book titles in various formats from NNELS and CELA libraries:​
· “The Paper Bag Princess”​
· “if Kids Ruled the World”
· “Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress”

Ioana Gandrabur  
Okay. So, what I would like to talk to you about is Braille Lit Kits. What are these, and why do we want them? Basically, as we all know, braille is for the visually impaired, what print is for the sighted, and as with any child, we want to give them the chance to promote literacy, early literacy. And for that, you need to make this connection and to have frequent exposure, which is the key word here, to written language, written words, and then connect these words that they encounter to spoken language. 
Now this is much easier in print, as we all know. In braille, it is not as prevalent. You can't find braille at large in everyday life as readily as one could do print, and this is why these Accessible Lit Kits that are braille focused become important, and they need to be accessible and have this repeated exposure and make it fun and make it intentional. So that the kids can benefit from the advantage of having these hands-on Lit Kits to help make these connections between written and spoken language. 
What do these Lit Kits do? 
So, we have put together suggestions for Lit Kits and they all have a few main components. 
One would be an accessible book, mainly print / braille books. And what are these? These are the books that are picture books, and they have large character print fonts, but they also have the transparent inserts, or basically the equivalent of the text also in braille. And braille also includes the description of the pictures, so it is this great dual media book that allows sighted and visually impaired readers to enjoy the same book. These books can be like the foundation (to the lit kit), and you can have different themes.
Then you could accompany this theme with a textured toy that relates to the story.
There are also a host of finger play exercises and finger play games, and there are many resources, and we link to one of them. One such book that can give you ideas, because finger play is important. It can increase dexterity and sensitivity. So basically, these are the main components. We have then put together a list. Another component that is optional, but actually highly recommended and very powerful, is the braille labeler. We were talking about how it is that braille is less prevalent. Well, a braille labeler is a low-cost alternative. You can buy these, I think, for under $100 I think it's 50 something dollars. 
We have it all listed with prices and where you can get them, and the advantage of having a braille labeler that prints braille on tape. For example, that you can then stick on to various items and mark them in braille. That is, you don't necessarily need to know braille to create braille labels. So that's ideal for libraries that want to, for example, add braille labels to their bookcases or to library cards, but also it can help create textures or interesting braille objects that can be added to the Lit Kits. 

So, most of our kits cost, we've tried to make them around $200 and so a few examples. For example, well, we have kits in the guide. You will see kits on various themes: one is on butterflies, one is themed on the alphabet. And of course, for each of these themes, you have a specific book(s) paired with a specific toy, and then the labeler and the finger play books are kind of constant companions for each of these braille kits. 

And on the slide here we have an example of an animal-centered sensory Lit Kit. So here, for example, with the animal sensory toys are Folkmanis Little Animal Puppets, and you've got an Old McDonald Farm sound puzzle (Melissa and Doug)h These are all complimentary toys that can fit the theme of animals. I should note that we have also listed print braille flash cards with alphabets, and, of course, that finger playing resource book. 

We also have suggested braille lit kits that don't need to be for early or young kids, but they could be also for slightly older kids. In that case you can include in this kit, you can make sure to have a braille playing cards, maybe you have some of the contractions cheat sheet, or basically other more effective objects that can fit their age and their braille expanding braille knowledge. So that's a bit of an overview of the braille Lit Kits. I will pass it on to Laetitia for programming for adults and young adults. 
 
Laetitia Mfamobani  
Thank you, Ioana. So, programming for adults and younger adults, so we're going to start with “For the Love of Book Clubs. Books clubs you can observe across the country, they are very popular. In the guide, we encourage libraries to think about the accessibility of the book club or accessible choices for it from the beginning. Which means that the participant can have a choice to read in the format that works for them. So that format can be braille, it can be electronic braille, it can be text, it can be audio, etc. So, everyone in the club can use the format they need, and that works for them, and to participate, to be a part of the club and not feel left out. 
The other thing is that we also encourage the library to make efforts to promote the club to relevant organizations, such as schools, institutions, etc. Now let's talk about Love for More Book Clubs. So, the accessible book club needs planning because accessible formats sometimes take longer to obtain. Libraries have to order titles in advance, because it can take a lot of time to produce braille books, audio books, etc.  So, there are many of the options; braille copies, audio files, digital text, electronic braille for those who use braille display, etc. 
Now let's look at resources for accessible book clubs. So, we have a few resources that people can use, users can access, which include inclusive book club material by CELA and Handbook from Canadian Council of the Blind. It's also important to point out that libraries have to decide the type of book club they want to create. They have choices between a fully integrated book club or the one designed specifically for people, users who are blind or visually impaired. In either case, there are pros and cons, and only libraries know the community, what the community needs, etc. Back to you, Ioana.
 
Ioana Gandrabur 
Okay, so a few other activities that you can think of, if you have any sort of any place where you have communities getting together. 

Why not host Braille open mic? And many of us who are here at the Braille symposium, we are all passionate about braille, and people that we have here are using braille. And often, I mean I know I have done it as often, and I’m sure many others here would love to share their stories, or maybe share a poem, or share a piece of music related to braille. 
Giving braille users space and a voice in integrated events raises awareness about braille and makes it more real and more immediate for people that might not be familiar with it, so it's a fun way to promote braille. 

Another way to promote braille is through games. So, you can have an open game night at a library. but basically, the resources that we are listing here are places for purchasing popular games that are made accessible. Games can be used anywhere. At home, you can buy them for your own family, so it's just a good place to consult various resources for buying accessible games.
We have CNIB Smart Life, we have the Braille Superstore, and the 64 ounce Braille. I should say that often you can adapt some with a little bit of ingenuity. You can adapt games without even having to purchase an accessible game. 
I personally love to play backgammon, and although it has nothing to do with braille, but it is an accessible game, and it's an inclusive experience. I just added a piece of tape on some of the players, anyways. That's a little side note. But basically, we have a whole section focused on games and accessible options for game nights. 

Then finally we have an additional section where we consolidated resources from all over the web, some specific for World Braille Days, but in some just for general braille education and fun facts about braille. All of them can be adapted and incorporated in any shape or form in accessible programming, and so we have, for example, Braille Inclusion in Libraries. It's a webinar that you can find on Accessiblelibraries.ca 
So, these are general tips. Also, for accessibility, we have a whole section on how to make your library more accessible in general, not just for braille. We, you can also, for example, would be to provide bookmarks from BLC, who has them, that's a way to promote braille. Or we have accessible signage guidelines (for reference), you can maybe produce permanent braille signs  that you can add to a library. And there are many tips, such as including the, for example, you can use a braille labeler and add braille to library cards, and again, this doesn't need to be just library cards. You could put braille on lockers and numbers in schools, or, or at home, label anything with a braille labeler. That's a really powerful tool. Other general accessibility ideas is to promote braille, is to encourage braille readers to read to younger kids, and they can be mentors for, like, reading or book sessions, or even when you talk about story time, you can have it moderated, or the story can be read by a blind or a braille reader. 
Then, of course, we encourage libraries to build accessible workstations and have at least a screen reader or headphones and high contrast keyboards. 
These are all resources that are more focused on accessibility in general, not necessarily specifically to braille, but just to promote accessibility in libraries. I am just scratching the surface about all these. 
We have just covered an overview of what's available in the guide, so really, if you want the full story, we encourage you to just go and check out the Accessiblelibraries.ca to check out this guide for using promoting Braille in libraries. And of course, there's a host of information on that site that may be of use and can inspire you to create accessible experiences. With all that, I think this covers what we wanted to share with you, and we can open it up for questions or comments or any other input. Thank you very much. 
 
Diane Bergeron 
Thank you so much, Ioana and Laetitia, and also Peter for the slides. Very much appreciate your presentation. And I have to say that I, there's been a theme that I've noticed in all of the presentations today, which talks a little bit about, and we mentioned it a little bit earlier, which is the fact that you know, practice, we all need to practice, and I think the more we practice, the better we'll be. And when you were discussing the braille print books, it put a big smile on my face, because I remember my daughter, who is now 32 years old, when she was a child, I read to her with the print braille books, and it was very exciting to me to be able to read to her like any other parent would read. So, I very much appreciate some of those resources. The slides could be available. I will let Anthony or Daphne at the end explain how anybody could receive the slides, and now I will turn it over to Anthony Tibbs to run the question and answer. Thanks very much. 
 
Anthony Tibbs  
Thank you very much everyone for the presentation. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Anthony Tibbs
We have a hand up, and to address the question of slides and distribution.
Yes. We will circulate the slides for the various presentations and resource lists to everybody who's registered afterwards. 

Question and speaker 1
Oh, thank you so much, Laetitia  and Ioana and Peter, for that presentation. My question, I know this is really based and rooted in Canada, and it's great to have this resource for us, but I know that there are a lot of people on the call from other countries, so I'm presuming that a lot of these resources could be adapted to no matter where you live in the world. Some of it might not be as appropriate, but I just wanted to confirm that it would be available, it would be of use to anyone, no matter where you are living.
 
Ioana Gandrabur 
Absolutely, definitely English speaking, and we have some French resources, slightly fewer. But even so, the ideas, the games and many of the resources are available in the States as well. So, I would say that probably it's useful if you are an English speaker, but of course, if you weren't, you wouldn't be here on the call, but for sure, even the materials, many of the books that are available in CELA and NNELS, and I'm assuming, I mean, we got that great resource for ABC, the Accessible Book Consortium, so we, we share materials. The webinars, and all those materials can be adapted. In fact, there is a whole section in the guide with resources from all over the web that are related to braille programming and braille resources, but thanks. Great question. 
 
Question and speaker 2
Yes, and I am a volunteer braille transcriber at CNIB, and I have done a number of print braille books over the last few years in English and French, and was very, very glad to hear the story before, about, you know, that these books are are used and enjoyed by both braille reader and such readers, and in fact I enjoy doing those a lot. It's a really interesting exercise. But my question is how frequently, how popular are they? Are they borrowed on a regular basis at CELA or NNELS or other services? 
 
Ioana Gandrabur  
I know that at CELA, and I will let, of course, Laetitia and Peter answer for NNELS, but at CELA we have just now hired a summer student to try and to go over the collection and make sure that we update our inventory. Unlike other print or braille on demand things, of course, the print braille books are books that need to be returned to us.  And so, we want to make sure that our inventory is up to date. I do not have the stats, but I'm there are people that subscribe to what we call automatic selection, so anybody interested in print-braille, it's a great way, because maybe if you're looking over for a specific book, we have a few copies for some of them available for each title, but instead of waiting around for a specific title, if you are relatively flexible, then you can do automatic selection and just receive every month regular or on a regular basis. As you request print braille books, I do not have the stats, but I’m sure that they are constantly being used, because we often talk about how to make sure that they're being returned properly. So, they are circulating.
  
Laetitia Mfamobani  
I just want to add that at NNELS, we do have a full programme where you can, if the book is not available, we can order the book. Just give us sometimes, few weeks if you can, the book can be delivered, and you don't have to return it for some of the titles. 
 
Peter Field  
Maybe I can expand on that a little bit. So that's a couple of programmes. So, for individuals who live in now's funded provinces, yeah, we can. They can request a book, and we'll get that to them in the format that they want. We've also partnered with CELA recently, on an emboss braille service, and that's the single use braille service that Laetitia is talking about, where people can request titles and they'll arrive in single use. You don't have to return those titles. Riane, as head of the Braille collection (at NNELS). I'm wondering if you know, how much take up there's been on the print braille books. 
 
Riane
I believe that because they're all circulated through public libraries across the country. We rely on those libraries to tell us how much they're being used, but it's my understanding that, especially the print braille books, are being used quite a bit. 
  
Ioana Gandrabur  
Thank you indefinitely. I mean, before I worked with CELA, I didn't really know about the print build books, and made me wish I was a kid again, that's for sure. 
  
Anthony Tibbs
Well, thank you. I think we have time for one more question. 

Question and speaker 3
My main question concerns the introduction to braille via storybooks and pictures, as books in both printed and braille exist for CELA. The code, I guess, the code is integral braille or uncontracted, I believe braille, as learners may be introduced to contracted braille a few years later. 
 
Ioana Gandrabur  
Yes, the general practice for the books that we in the collection, the CELA print braille book collection, has books in uncontracted braille. There are sources where you can buy, and we do list other sources where you can buy your own print braille books, and I know that some of them do offer books in contracted braille. I know that there is a whole debate, and there are many people that advocate young kids to start learning contracted braille right away, so I believe that there are resources for that scenario as well, but I think CELA only has uncontracted braille. 

Speaker 3 
Uncontracted braille is also known as grade one braille 
 
Ioana Gandrabur 
Yes, I suppose that it is; uncontracted is used to be known as grade one, and grade two would be contracted. 
  
Peter Field  
It's Peter. I also want to make it make a shout out to the National Braille Press, because when we were putting together this, this guide, they have some wonderful resources, and again, in terms of libraries, if they're thinking about making some purchases, and this was in particular to World Braille Days. They really have some great resources in terms of books and story boxes and those kinds of things, so yeah, I can't tell you if that's one or two grade braille, depending again on the age and the reading level, but there's some great resources there as well. 
 
Question and speaker 4
Thank you very much for the presentation. What I was wondering is, are there braille print braille books for purchase anywhere? 
 
Peter Field  
National Braille Press, for sure. 
  
Ioana Gandrabur
In our resource guide, I don't know them by heart, so I think other people from BLC might know the answer because they participated a lot in that part of Braille Lit Kits, but in the guide that you can see in Accessiblelibraries.ca and we will also share the link to that guide and the PowerPoint, but definitely in the guide itself you will have resources of where you can buy print braille books 
 
Speaker 4
I'm just wondering, I had at one point it was a braille book that had both the braille letters and numbers; it also had for each letter there was the printed letter and the of the small letter and with that for the for the letter B, there was a banana that was like, it was a kind of a tactile picture of a banana, and for C, the letter C, there was a comb. I inadvertently threw that out, and I've been kicking myself in the foot for it. So, I'm wondering, does that type of book still exist? Is it? Are they being made up? Is there a resource for that? 
 
Ioana Gandrabur  
I wouldn't, I know, definitely they wouldn't be available from CELA, but I'm sure that maybe some of the other Braille educators around here can answer more, but 
I know we had a whole section about, in French, at least about tactile books, but where you have the picture, not only a picture description, but some tactile version of it, but I don't know, honestly, there must be, but I wouldn't know where. 
  
Daphne Hitchcock 
The great question, there are lots of books available for folks to purchase from companies as 
Tactile Vision Graphics have books that are print braille, some also available in French. They have quite a good selection. That's a Canadian company, Tactile Vision Graphics, 
Another resource would be to go check out Seedlings, which is out of the US. They have a number of dual media books, as well as the Braille Superstore, 
and as Peter has mentioned, National Braille Press also has quite a number of these,
If you wanted dual media formatted books with graphics in them. Seedlings would be your best bet for getting good graphics with some of their books, not all of them, but some of them.

And just to let you know, these books are heavily used in the in the school system for young readers, the preschoolers, kindergarten, grade one, grade three, and often schools will purchase the books themselves to have in the library, so sighted peers can have an experience of looking at braille, feeling braille, and reading the story along with their friends. Such a great question. 

One more book it's fabulous. It's called Sensational Alphabet. It has braille, print letters and the image for the sign, like for the American Sign Language. And the tactile graphics in it are so interactive, like zippers that zip, and a yo-yo that goes up and down. It's a really great book, Sensational alphabet book. It's also available through the States. 
 
And one more, Indigo provides a number of books by DK Publishing, and those you can get through Indigo Chapters. Just look under DK Publishing Braille. 

Anthony Tibbs  
Well, thank you very much to Ioana, Laetitia, Diane, Peter. This has been very interesting, and I know a lot of people have been asking about this. So, these are being recorded. There will be transcripts after, and, and to the extent that our presenters have resource lists or guides, we'll, we'll circulate all that after as well. So, thanks very much, everyone. 

